
ST. MICHAEL’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
20 Page Avenue ~ Cohoes, N.Y. 12047  

December 21, 2025 

 

PARISH STAFF:   
Very Rev. Brian Kelly             Pastor 
Rev. Kyle Gorenski                 Parochial Vicar 
   E-mail address: kyle.gorenski@rcda.org 
Kathleen Burns, Faith Formation: (518) 428-6353 
   E-mail address: FFsmCohoes@rcda.org 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION:    
Parish Office: (518) 237-5151  

Office Hours: Mon. & Thurs. 9:30am-12:00pm, 
 Tues. & Wed. 9:30am-2:00pm 

Church Hall: (518) 237-7121   
E-mail address: info@stmichaelsofcohoes.org 
Website: www.stmichaelsofcohoes.org 
Bulletin: bulletin@stmichaelsofcohoes.org 
Cemetery: cemetery@stmichaelsofcohoes.org 
Parish trustees:   
    trustees@stmichaelsofcohoes.org 
 

CHURCH OPEN HOURS:  
Monday & Wednesday 8:30am-10:00am 
Thursday 5:00pm-7:00pm  
Sunday 8:00am-10:30am  
(closed Tuesday, Friday, & Saturday) 

MASSES IN COHOES: 

Monday, 9:00am at St. Michael’s Church 

Tuesday, 5:30pm at Church of the Holy Trinity 

Wednesday, 9:00am at St. Michael’s Church 

Thursday, 9:00am at Church of the Holy Trinity 

Friday, 9:00am at Church of the Holy Trinity 

Saturday, 4:00pm at Church of the Holy Trinity 

Sunday, 9:00am at St. Michael’s Church 

     2nd & 4th Sunday of the month—some Polish 

Sunday, 10:30am at Church of the Holy Trinity 
 

CONFESSION IN COHOES: 

Tuesday, 4:15pm—5:15pm at Church of the             

     Holy Trinity 

Thursday, 5:00pm—7:00pm at St. Michael’s  
     Church 

Saturday, 2:45pm—3:45pm at Church of the  

     Holy Trinity 

By appointment anytime—call the Parish       
Office. 
 

ADORATION IN COHOES: 

Tuesday, 4:15pm—5:15pm at Church of the  

     Holy Trinity 

Thursday, 5:00pm—7:00pm at St. Michael’s  
     Church 
 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK IN         
COHOES: 

After all weekend Masses on the second week-
end of the month. 

By appointment anytime - please call the Parish 
Office. 
 

For Baptism, Marriage, Confirmation, to join 
the Parish, register for Faith Formation, become 
Catholic, or any other questions or concerns 
please call the Parish Office. 
 

Please check inside the bulletin or on our website 
for any schedule changes or additions due to Ho-
ly Days, Holidays, etc. 

St. Michael’s Church is Handicapped             
Accessible. 



Weekly Contributions 
 

THANK YOU... TO ALL WHO 

SHARED THEIR TIME, TALENT 

AND TREASURE  FOR THE GOOD 

OF OUR PARISH COMMUNITY LAST WEEK. 

COUNTING TEAM FOR MONDAY, DECEMBER 22ND: Michelle 
Frainier, Teresa Barlik, Maria Swieton. 

December 21, 2025 
 

 

Mass 

 

Lectors Extraordinary 

Ministers 
 

 

Sacristans 

Dec. 25 
Midnight 

TBD (Polish) 
K. Burns (H) 

TBD (W) 
TBD (W) 

M. Swieton 
T. Barlik 

Dec. 25 
9:00AM 

J. Frainier 
M. Sala (H) 

J. Frainier (W) 
J. Harrington (W) 

M. Swieton 
T. Barlik 

Dec. 28 
9:00AM 

K. Shassberger 
N. Batting (H) 
E. Kosek (W) 
K. Kosek (W) 

M. Swieton 
T. Barlik 

December 7, 2025 (TOTAL) 
December 8, 2024 (Total) 

December 8, 2024 (Regular Offertory only) 

 $3,757.69 
$4,410.24 

$3,779.69 

Regular Offertory* 
Immaculate Conception 
Parish Maintenance & Grounds 
Parish Building Improvements 
Christmas Flowers 
Campaign for Human Development** 

$3,087.69 
$295.00 
$150.00 
$140.00 

$75.00 
$10.00 

*Regular Offertory: 
9:00am Mass & Mail 
E-giving 

 
$2,662.00 

$425.69 

Reflection for December 21st  

the Fourth Sunday of Advent 

My friends, today Matthew gives us the Gospel from Joseph’s 
point of view—a rare and beautiful gift. We so often walk through 

Advent with Mary, who said yes so generously, so immediately, 

so wholeheartedly. But today the Church invites us to sit with Jo-

seph, the quiet man whose obedience helped bring about the 

salvation of the world. The Gospel begins simply: “Now the birth 
of Jesus Christ took place in this way…” And it unfolds into one of 
the most dramatic moments in salvation history. Joseph discovers 

that Mary is with child, and he knows—he absolutely knows—that 

the child is not his. Think of the hurt, the confusion, the fear. Jo-

seph is a righteous man, Scripture says, meaning he wants to do 

what is right by God and right by Mary. He decides to “divorce her 
quietly,” not out of anger, but out of mercy. He refuses to shame 
her. It is at this moment, in the darkness of confusion, that God 

speaks. Joseph goes to sleep unsure of his future, unsure of what 

to do, unsure of what God expects. And in that space, the angel 

appears with the word Joseph most needs: “Joseph, son of Da-
vid, do not be afraid.” That is always God’s first message when 
He begins a new work: Do not be afraid. St. John Paul II repeated 

it throughout his entire pontificate. St. Padre Pio told people daily 

to “pray, hope, and don’t worry.” Every saint who followed Jesus 
has learned that fear is the great enemy of trust. Joseph receives 

this reassurance not because things are simple—but because 

they aren’t. God doesn’t remove the difficulty; He enters it. The 
child Mary carries is conceived by the Holy Spirit. Joseph’s life will 
never be the same, but it will be fuller than he ever imagined.  

Matthew tells the whole story of Joseph’s obedience in one line: 
“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord command-
ed him.” No speeches. No conditions. No questions. No self-
protection. Joseph simply gets up and does the will of God. St. 

Teresa of Ávila once said that humble obedience is “the shortest 
way to perfection.” And Joseph embodies that truth. He takes 
Mary into his home. He becomes the earthly father of Jesus. He 

becomes the guardian of the Redeemer. And he does it quietly, 

faithfully, wholeheartedly. The angel says the child’s name is Je-
sus—“God saves”—and Matthew reminds us that this child is also 

Emmanuel—“God with us.” As Christmas draws near, Joseph 
reminds us: When you don’t understand, stay faithful. God may 
be doing something new and hidden. When fear rises, listen for 

God’s voice. His first word is always “Do not be afraid.” When 
God asks something difficult, say yes. Your obedience may allow 

Christ to be born in someone else’s life. When life feels uncertain, 
remember Emmanuel. God is with us — in every confusion, every  

(Reflection continued)  

crisis, every unknown. St. Joseph never worked a miracle. He 

never preached a sermon. He never wrote a letter. But he al-

lowed God to change his plans. May we have the courage of Jo-

seph—quiet, strong, faithful. May we allow God to enter every 

part of our life, even the parts that feel confusing or fragile. And 

may we, like Joseph, rise and do what the Lord asks, so that Je-

sus—Emmanuel—may be born anew in our homes, our families, 

and our hearts. 

                                                    Your Brother in Christ, Fr. Kyle 

 Weekly operating expenses (minimum needed):        $3,723.98 
 For the week above, we met our weekly budget! (excludes ** 

above)  
 Goal for increased offertory is $1,500 - $2,000 per week to 

cover operating expenses plus outstanding debt payments. 

WEEKEND MASS ATTENDANCE 
          December 7, 2025:  Sunday, 9am                        98   

HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE HOMEBOUND: If you 
are unable to attend Mass and would like to have com-
munion brought to you at your home, call John Harring-
ton at (518) 237-5158. 



Children’s Liturgy of the Word                                    Dec. 21, 9am 
Christmas Pageant - after 9am Sunday Mass                     Dec. 21 
reception after Pageant  - Church Hall                                Dec. 21 
Midnight Mass - St. Michael’s Church                      Dec. 25, 12am 
Christmas Mass - St. Michael’s Church                     Dec. 25, 9am 
Solemnity of Mary - Vigil Mass                              Dec. 31, 5:30pm 
Solemnity of Mary - Mass                                      Jan. 1, 10:30am 
Anointing of the Sick - after 9am Sunday Mass                   Jan. 11 
Rosary Society Meeting - Church Hall                 Jan. 18, 10:45am 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 December 21, 2025 

Keep the Legacy Alive 
Please remember St. Michael's in your will: 

St. Michael the Archangel R. C. Church  
20 Page Ave., Cohoes, NY 12047 

 Sanctuary Candles 

Week of December 22 – December 28 
 

CHURCH: 
Main Altar (tabernacle):  

In memory of †Stacia Gorsky (102nd Birthday)  
by Janet Gorsky. 

Sacred Heart (side altar):  
In memory of †Joseph J. Kosek, Jr. - Happy Blessed Christmas  

by Emily & Family. 
Blessed Mother (side altar):  

In memory of †Robert Callanan II  
by sister Cindy & Family. 

 

NEWS FROM OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 

DIOCESAN APPEAL:  Assessment $22,722.00 
As of December 4, 2025:  

Total collected: $5,880.00   
40 Gifts 
Still needed: $16,842.00 

The Appeal runs until June 30, 2026. Thank you for your support.  

ATTENTION ALL ROSARIANS: If you would 
like to continue to be a registered member of 
St. Michael's Rosary Society, please pay your yearly $5.00 dues 
before the end of this year. Dues may be paid by placing an enve-
lope in the church collection with your name/rosary dues - atten-
tion Rosemary Kilventon. Rosarians who reside in a nursing home 
are exempt from annual dues. If you have any questions, please 
call Rosemary at (518) 237-5614. Thank you all for your prompt 
attention to this matter.  

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT: The annual Christ-
mas Pageant will be held on Sunday, Decem-
ber 21st following 9:00am mass at St. 
Michael’s Church in Cohoes. Please come and support our young 
parishioners as they tell the story of Christmas.   

OPLATKI (Polish Wafers): Will be on sale ($5 for a package of 
four) after all Masses (while supplies last). Proceeds to benefit the 
Sisters of the Resurrection in Castleton. Thank you for your sup-
port. 

HOLY HOUR & CONFESSION: The Thursday 
evening HOLY HOUR & CONFESSION is can-
celled on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. It 
will resume on Thursday, January 8th, 5pm-7pm. 

SOCIAL HOUR RECEPTION: Please join us for the 
social hour reception in the Church Hall after the Christ-
mas pageant on December 21st. It will be coordinated 
by Faith Formation and include donuts, Danish, muffins, 
fruit, coffee, juice, water, etc. 

OFFICE CLOSED: The Parish Office will be 
closed from December 24th through January 2nd. It 
will reopen on January 5th. 

BECOME A MEMBER OF ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH: We warmly 
welcome new members to St. Michael’s Church! Registration 
forms are available in the back of the church, in the Parish Office, 
or can be downloaded from our parish website, 
www.stmichaelsofcohoes.org. Completed forms may be placed in 
the offertory collection basket, dropped off at or mailed to the Par-
ish Office, or emailed to in-
fo@stmichaelsofcohoes.org. 

MARCH FOR LIFE BUS: Hosted by St. Paul the Apostle Parish. 
Ride into Washington D.C. for the March for Life on Friday, Janu-
ary 23, 2026. Cost is $75 per person when paid by cash or check, 
and $79 per person when paid by credit card. Checks can be 
mailed to St. Paul the Apostle Parish, 2777 Albany St., Schenec-
tady, NY 12304. Departure times and locations are as follows:  
 Wade Tours at 1:00 a.m.  
 Crossgates Mall Commons (Pet Smart) at 1:20 a.m.  
 Catskill Park and Ride, Exit 21 at 2:10 a.m.  
The bus return home departs at 5 p.m. If the bus is not filled by 
January 14, 2026, the trip will be cancelled. For more information 
or to register, please contact Katie Grogan by email at 
grogan.k@tiucatholic.org or call (518) 377-8886, ext. 106.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO ASSIST AT FUNERAL MASSES: 
We need volunteers to assist with various tasks at funeral Masses 
here at St. Michael’s. Any help is appre-
ciated. Please contact Maria Swieton for 
more information at (518) 782-1203. 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE: 
    Church of the Holy Trinity              4pm 
    Church of the Holy Trinity              6pm 
    St. Michael’s Church                        midnight 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY: 
    St. Michael’s Church                       9am 
    Church of the Holy Trinity             10:30am  
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your Catholic radio stations

1460 AM
Albany   Schenectady   Troy

89.9  FM
Esperance   Amsterdam   Herkimer

WOPG - Words of Peace and Goodness

http://pax-et-bonum-radio.org

518-478-0121

Clifton Park • Lansingburgh

Rensselaer • Cohoes

“Proudly Serving The“Proudly Serving The
Community for 95 Years”Community for 95 Years”

Funeral & Cremation Services
Nationally Certified Pre-Need Counseling - Monument Service

Our Family Serving Your Family with Compassion & Professionalism

105 Vliet Blvd, Cohoes, NY 12047 • 518-237-7666
Fitzgeraldfuneralhomeltd.com

Nicholas J. Brendese

Director 

Donna Fitzgerald Demarse

Manager & Director 

COHOES
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Council #192

255 Remsen St., Cohoes, NY 12047

For Info on Membership 

& Hall Rentals

Call Bill Carter 518.813.0615 

Bingo every Monday @ 7

RIZZO’S HOUSE

OF FLOWERS

“Flowers for Every Occasion”

rizzoshouseofflowers.com
rizzosflorist@aol.com

233 Remsen St., Cohoes, NY
518-237-0105

Marra Funeral
Home Inc.

246 Remsen St.

237-0206
Paul L. Marra III, Director

A.G. Boivin’s Sons
Funeral Home
282 Columbia St.

237-5931
Alan G. Boivin, Director

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Specializing in Pre-Need

• Cremation Services • Traditional Funerals
Cohoes’s Longest Established Funeral Homes

Serving the Living since 1901

	 Funeral Home, Inc.

David Dufresne 

Mark Dufresne 

Licensed Directors

Funerals - Cremations

216 Columbia St. cohoes, ny

518-237-3231
www.dufresnefuneralhome.com

Durso Liquor Store
Lowest Prices in Town

Jay & EJ Hopeck, Owners

Fine Wines & Liquors

 518-237-5602
48 Columbia St. Cohoes, NY

149 Old Loudon Rd, Latham	 518-785-8161

	 Together, serving the families 

	 of St. Michael’s Church

	 with reverent and 

	 compassionate care.

KEVIN F. CAVANAUGH		  VINCENT J. PERNICIARO
Funeral Director	 Funeral Director

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Nichol Stanley

nstanley@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x9422

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

4 Ambulance/Police  

4 Family/Friends 

4 GPS & Fall Alert

LANTHIER’S
	      Grove	      Grove

CLAMBAKES
TAKE OUT CLAM BAKES AVAILABLE

OLD FASHIONED PICNICS • ANY ORGANIZATION PARTY

LOBSTER BAKES • CLAM STEAMS • STEAK ROAST • BBQ

Rte. 9 Latham 1 Mile North of Latham Circle

785-0515  -  www.lanthiersgrove.com

"HOUSE MADE EVERYTHING"

Wings • Garlic Breads • Salads

Stuffed Calzones • Garbage Breads

Subs-Hot and Cold •Wraps • Italian

Dinners and much, much more!

518-238-2205

KATHLEEN 
J. KOSEK

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

Whether you are
looking to Rent, Buy or 
Sell? Don’t Do it Alone! 

Cell: (518) 526-1274

O�ice (518) 489-1000

kathleenkosek@howardhanna.com

20 Aviation Rd., Albany, NY 12205


