ST. MICHAEL’'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
20 Page Avenue ~ Cohoes, N.Y. 12047

December 28, 2025

MASSES IN COHOES:
Monday, 9:00am at St. Michael’s Church
Tuesday, 5:30pm at Church of the Holy Trinity
Wednesday, 9:00am at St. Michael’s Church
Thursday, 9:00am at Church of the Holy Trinity
Friday, 9:00am at Church of the Holy Trinity
Saturday, 4:00pm at Church of the Holy Trinity
Sunday, 9:00am at St. Michael’s Church

2nd & 4th Sunday of the month —some Polish
Sunday, 10:30am at Church of the Holy Trinity

CONFESSION IN COHOES:

Tuesday, 4:15pm —5:15pm at Church of the
Holy Trinity

Thursday, 5:00pm —7:00pm at St. Michael’s
Church

Saturday, 2:45pm — 3:45pm at Church of the
Holy Trinity

By appointment anytime — call the Parish

Office.

ADORATION IN COHOES:

Tuesday, 4:15pm —5:15pm at Church of the
Holy Trinity

Thursday, 5:00pm —7:00pm at St. Michael’s
Church

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK IN
COHOES:

After all weekend Masses on the second week-
end of the month.

By appointment anytime - please call the Parish
Office.

For Baptism, Marriage, Confirmation, to join
the Parish, register for Faith Formation, become
Catholic, or any other questions or concerns
please call the Parish Office.

Please check inside the bulletin or on our website
for any schedule changes or additions due to Ho-
ly Days, Holidays, etc.

“After three days they found him in the temple, .
L sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to them Pt
and asking them questions, and all who heard him. :
k., Were astounded at his understanding and his
; answers. - Lk 2:46-47

g St. Michael’s Church is Handicapped
@\. Accessible.

PARISH STAFEF:
Very Rev. Brian Kelly Pastor
Rev. Kyle Gorenski Parochial Vicar
E-mail address: kyle.gorenski@rcda.org
Kathleen Burns, Faith Formation: (518) 428-6353
E-mail address: FFsmCohoes@rcda.org

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Parish Office: (518) 237-5151

Office Hours: Mon. & Thurs. 9:30am-12:00pm,

Tues. & Wed. 9:30am-2:00pm
Church Hall: (518) 237-7121
E-mail address: info@stmichaelsofcohoes.org
Website: www.stmichaelsofcohoes.org
Bulletin: bulletin@stmichaelsofcohoes.org
Cemetery: cemetery@stmichaelsofcohoes.org
Parish trustees:

trustees@stmichaelsofcohoes.org

CHURCH OPEN HOURS:
Monday & Wednesday 8:30am-10:00am
Thursday 5:00pm-7:00pm
Sunday 8:00am-10:30am
(closed Tuesday, Friday, & Saturday)




December 28, 2025

THANK YOU... TO ALL WHO
SHARED THEIR TIME, TALENT
AND TREASURE FOR THE GOOD
OF OUR PARISH COMMUNITY LAST WEEK.

FROM THE
TOR'S DESK

Weekly Contributions

Reflection for December 25th & 28th

the Solemnity of Christmas & the Feast of the Holy Family
Tonight we stand before the mystery that changed the world—a
Child wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. St. Luke
tells the story simply, but behind that simplicity is the entire plan
of salvation unfolding in a way no one expected. Luke begins by
naming emperors and governors—Caesar Augustus, Quirinius—
men who held power, commanded armies, and shaped laws. And
yet, the true King of the universe enters the world not in a palace,
not with fanfare, but in the poverty of a stable in Bethlehem. This
is God’'s way. He does not overwhelm us with power; He attracts
us with humility. St. Bernard said that Christ comes to us in low-
liness, so that no one will be afraid to approach Him. The first to
hear the news are not kings or scholars. They're shepherds—
poor, rough, uneducated, often looked down upon in society. Yet
the heavens erupt in light for them: “Do not be afraid. | proclaim to
you good news of great joy.” Why shepherds? Because Christ is
the Good Shepherd who seeks the lost.
Because the Church is built not on human dignity or status, but on
God’s grace. The shepherds remind us that Christmas is not
merely a feast for the comfortable or the righteous. It is God’s
joyful announcement to the forgotten, the weary, the anxious, the
grieving, the sinner, the one carrying hidden burdens. Christmas
is for those who need hope. When the angels sing, “Glory to God
in the highest, and on earth peace to those on whom His favor
rests,” they are not promising a life without struggle. The peace of
Christ is not the absence of problems; it is His presence within
them. This peace comes only from encountering Him.
Not from possessions. Not from success. Not from being in con-
trol. It is the peace that comes from knowing that God is with us—
in our families, in our trials, in our griefs, in our joys, and even in
our sins, offering mercy and healing. Why a manger? Why a feed-
ing trough? The Fathers of the Church saw it clearly: He is placed
where animals eat because He will become our food. The Bread
of Life lies in a manger. Already at His birth, Christ points us to-
ward the Eucharist. Already in Bethlehem (which means House of
Bread) He teaches us that He desires not just to be near us, but
to live within us, to become our strength. Every Christmas re-
minds us: If we want peace, if we want joy, if we want healing—
then we must come to the manger, which is the altar; we must
draw near to Him who gives Himself completely.
Tonight, Christ wants to be born anew in our lives: In the places
where we feel poor or inadequate. In the relationships that need
healing. In the fears we carry silently. In the sins we struggle with.
In the exhaustion or loneliness that weighs on us. He comes into

December 14, 2025 (TOTAL) $4,437.38
December 15, 2024 (Total) $3,268.24
December 15, 2024 (Regular Offertory only) $3,005.69
Regular Offertory* $3,116.69
Parish Maintenance & Grounds $515.00
Christmas $260.00
Parish Building Improvements $210.69
Immaculate Conception $200.00
Christmas Flowers $80.00
Solemnity of Mary $40.00
Thanksgiving $15.00
*Regular Offertory:
9:00am Mass & Mail $2,391.00
E-giving $725.69
Weekly operating expenses (minimum needed): $3,723.98

°  For the week above, we met our weekly budget!
°  Goal for increased offertory is $1,500 - $2,000 per week to

cover operating expenses plus outstanding debt payments.

COUNTING TEAM FOR MONDAY, DECEMBER 29™: Ed &
Kathy Twiss, Diane Aberle.

MASS ATTENDANCE
December 8, 2025: Monday, 9am 38
December 8, 2025: Monday, 7:30pm 26
December 14, 2025: Sunday, 9am 94
. [ A\ +
Liturgical>4Roles
K. Burns (H) .
g%%:hjl J. Frainier T. Czurlanis (W) M.'rSE\;\g ﬁ:?n
' J. Frainier (W) '
M. Sala (H) .
Jan. 1 . . M. Swieton
, J. Harrington | J. Harrington (W) .
10:30AM N. Batting (W) T. Barlik
K. Kosek (H) .
QJSSAi/I V. Cappabianca E. Kosek (W) M.'rSE\;\g ﬁ:?n
' T. Czurlanis (W) '

(Reflection continued)

all of that with gentleness. St. Francis of Assisi once said that
Christ is born in us whenever we welcome His love and allow it to
transform our hearts. That is the real Christmas miracle—not just
that God became a child, but that He desires to be born within
you. May this night renew our hope, deepen our faith, and open
our hearts to the peace that only Christ can give. And may we
leave this Mass like the shepherds—glorifying and praising God,
because we have seen the love of God made visible in Jesus
Christ.

Merry Christmas, and may the Christ Child bring peace to your
heart. Fr. Kyle



December 28, 2025

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Solemnity of Mary - Vigil Mass
Solemnity of Mary - Mass

Dec. 31, 5:30pm
Jan. 1, 10:30am

Anointing of the Sick - after 9am Sunday Mass Jan. 11
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Jan. 18, 9am
Social Hour after 9am Mass - Church Hall Jan. 18

Rosary Society Meeting - Church Hall Jan. 18, 10:45am

OFFICE CLOSED: The Parish Office will be BGY572=
closed from December 24t through January 2nd. [t CLOSED
will reopen on January 5t. '

. HOLY HOUR & CONFESSION: The Thursday
\ evening HOLY HOUR & CONFESSION is can-
} celled on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. It
" will resume on Thursday, January 8th, 5pm-7pm.

SOCIAL HOUR: Our next social hour is Sunday, Janu- o7
ary 18t after 9:00 Mass. Please join us for some good After
food and companionship in the Church Hall. Bring a %
favorite dish to share. Any questions, call Sandy at Worship
(518) 330-9056.

ROSARY SOCIETY MEETING: The next meeting is Sunday,
January 18th at 10:45am in the Church Hall.

ATTENTION ALL ROSARIANS: If you %\\@@
would like to continue to be a registered e

member of St. Michael's Rosary Society, please pay your yearly
$5.00 dues before the end of this year. Dues may be paid by plac-
ing an envelope in the church collection with your name/rosary
dues - attention Rosemary Kilventon. Rosarians who reside in a
nursing home are exempt from annual dues. If you have any
questions, please call Rosemary at (518) 237-5614. Thank you all
for your prompt attention to this matter.

Our 2026 MASS CALENDAR is open. The stipend for a Mass
Intention is $15. Intentions may be for the living or deceased.
Please come to the Parish Office if you would like a Mass card
that can be mailed to the family. Envelopes labeled “Mass
Intentions” are available in the back of the Church and in the
Office. Please include your phone number. We will call you back
to confirm that we received your request. The intention should be
received in the Office at least 2 1/2 weeks in advance of the Mass
date (earlier near holiday weeks) for inclusion in the bulletin.

Mass Schedule for
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God:
~ A Holy Day of Obligation ~

St. Michael's Church ~ Wednesday, Dec. 31, 5:30pm

Church of the Holy Trinity Thursday, Jan.1, 9am
St. Michael’'s Church Thursday, Jan. 1, 10:30am
Thursday, Jan.1, 7pm

Church of the Holy Trinity

= SANCTUARY CANDLES | |
= Week of December 29 — January 4 "
CHURCH:

Main Altar (tabernacle):
In memory of tJanina Wiercioch
by husband Marian Wiercioch.
Sacred Heart (side altar):
In memory of tDanuta Olkusnik
by brother Marian Wiercioch.
Blessed Mother (side altar):
In memory/honor of Bronislawa Nawarycz
by Marian Wiercioch.

BECOME A MEMBER OF ST. Q
MICHAEL'S PARISH: We (7 (F [ Welcome to Our Parist

warmly welcome new members to St. Michael's Church! Regis-
tration forms are available in the back of the church, in the Parish
Office, or can be downloaded from our parish website,
www.stmichaelsofcohoes.org. Completed forms may be placed in
the offertory collection basket, dropped off at or mailed to the Par-
ish Office, or emailed to info@stmichaelsofcohoes.org.

I DIOCESAN APPEAL: Assessment $22,722.00
| As of December 4, 2025:

| Total collected: $5,880.00

i 40 Gifts

: Still needed: $16,842.00

The Appeal runs until June 30, 2026. Thank you for your support.

Diocesan :
Appeal

NEWS FROM OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

MARCH FOR LIFE BUS: Hosted by St. Paul the Apostle Parish.
Ride into Washington D.C. for the March for Life on Friday, Janu-
ary 23, 2026. Cost is $75 per person when paid by cash or check,
and $79 per person when paid by credit card. Checks can be
mailed to St. Paul the Apostle Parish, 2777 Albany St., Schenec-
tady, NY 12304. Departure times and locations are as follows:

o Wade Tours at 1:00 a.m.

o Crossgates Mall Commons (Pet Smart) at 1:20 a.m.

o  Catskill Park and Ride, Exit 21 at 2:10 a.m.

The bus return home departs at 5 p.m. If the bus is not filled by
January 14, 2026, the trip will be cancelled. For more information
or to register, please contact Katie Grogan by email at
grogan.k@tiucatholic.org or call (518) 377-8886, ext. 106.

ey

Keep the Legacy Alive
Please remember St. Michael's in your will:
St. Michael the Archangel R. C. Church
20 Page Ave., Cohoes, NY 12047
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December 28, 2025

The Boly Family of Jegug, Marp, & Joseph
Becember 27, 2025 — January 4, 2026

Sat., Dec. 27

Saint John, Apostle & Evangelist

4:00 p.m.

(Mass at Holy Trinity)

Sun., Dec. 28

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY &
JOSEPH

9:00 a.m.
(some Polish)

TALEKSANDRA PECAK by Kathy & Ed
Twiss

TMARGE MAROIS by Doris Vojnar
TWALEREK LOPATNIUK by Swieton
Family

tSTACIA GORSKY (102 Birth.) by
Janet Gorsky

10:30 a.m.

(Mass at Holy Trinity)

Mon., Dec. 29

9:00 a.m.

LIVING & DECEASED MEMBERS OF
THE WUNNING & GREGOIRE FAMILIES
by Yvette

Tue., Dec. 30

5:30 p.m.

(Mass at Holy Trinity)

Wed., Dec. 31

(There is no 9am Mass today.)

5:30 p.m.

Vigil Mass at St. Michael’s

Th., Jan. 1

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF
GOD

9:00 a.m.

(Mass at Holy Trinity)

10:30 a.m.

Mass at St. Michael's

7:00 p.m.

(Mass at Holy Trinity)

Fri., Jan. 2

FIRST FRIDAY
Saints Basil the Great & Gregory

Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors of the
Church

9:00 a.m.

(Mass at Holy Trinity)

Sat., Jan. 3

FIRST SATURDAY

4:00 p.m.

(Mass at Holy Trinity)

Sun., Jan. 4

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

9:00 a.m.

TWALTER ARDZIEWICZ by brother
Donald Ardziewicz

TALEXSANDRA PECAK by Nancy Tolak
tED & LORAINE CEPIEL by Family
LIVING & DECEASED MEMBERS OF
THE WUNNING & GREGOIRE FAMILIES
by Yvette

TMARSHALL FAMILY by John & Mary
Sala

tJOSEPH KOSEK, JR. by Family

10:30 a.m.

(Mass at Holy Trinity)

St. Yichael's

Faith Formation News
Director: Kathy Burns - FFsmCohoes@rcda.org
(518) 428-6353

THANK YOU

During this season of great joy, | would like to express my
heartfelt gratitude to everyone involved in our Faith
Formation program. Particularly the parents who faithfully
bring their children to class every week, the children who
attend joyfully and certainly not last of all, our Catechists.
Most of these teachers and volunteers have full time jobs
and instead of coming home after work to relax and enjoy a
hot meal, they come out every Wednesday evening, braving
the cold, rain and sometimes snow. Our Faith Formation
program could not function without these dedicated
Catechists and volunteers. They sacrifice their time, talent
and treasure to pass on the faith to our children. | am truly
honored and grateful to work with such an amazing group of
parents, children and volunteers. May God richly bless each
and every one of you!

Catechists / Volunteers
Valerie Cappabianca
Amelia Cappabianca
Julia Clairmont
Kyra Shassberger
Lillian Sutliff
Toni Wowk
Maria Laura Arismendi
Gary Carbonneau
John Harrington
Pat Harrington
Tom Czurlanis
Diane Aberle
Roseanne Kryjak and RoseMary Kilventon (Pageant)
And of course, Father Kyle Gorenski and Father Brian Kelly!

E/Z&&Mﬁ
G ot

| would also like to thank all of our teens and past
Confirmation students who are very involved in all of our
community service events and Children's Masses.

-Warmly Kathleen Burns

Mevy Christmas and
a Plessed New 1!

vy o




j149 Old Loudon Rd, Latham 518-785-8161E

Together, serving the families
of St. Michael’s Church
with reverent and
compassionate care.

VINCENT J. PERNICIARO
Funeral Director

KEVIN F. CAVANAUGH
Funeral Director

Donna Fitzgerald Demarse
Manager & Director

Nicholas J. Brendese
Director

itzgerald
Funeral Home

Funeral & Cremation Services
Nationally Certified Pre-Need Counseling - Monument Service
Our Family Serving Your Family with Compassion & Professionalism
105 Vliet Blvd, Cohoes, NY 12047 - 518-237-7666

Fitzgeraldfuneralhomeltd.com
ADT-Monitored
Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

833-287-3502

KATHLEEN
J. KOSEK

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

Whether you are
looking to Rent, Buy or
Sell? Don't Do it Alone!
Cell: (518) 526-1274
Office (518) 489-1000
kathleenkosek@howardhanna.com
20 Aviation R, Albany, NY 12205

oward
annan

Real Estate Servicea

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

N (aDr punerzed | sofeStreets
sanc i

// NURSO LIDUOR STORE N\

Lowest Prices in Town
Jay & E] Hopeck, Owners

FINE WINES & LIQUORS
518-237-5602
48 Columbia St. Cohoes, NY

TAKE OUT CLAM BAKES AVRILABLE
OLD FASHIONED PICNICS - ANY ORGANIZATION PARTY
LOBSTER BAKES - CLAM STEAMS - STEAK ROAST - BBQ

& COHOES &

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Council #192
255 Remsen St., Cohoes, NY 12047

For Info on Membership

c-Z)H’/‘()’H’E(?

Funeral Home, Inc.
DaviD DUFRESNE
MaRK DUFRESNE

Smce 1922

LICENSED DIRECTORS

Funerals - Cremations__ Clifton Park ¢« Lansingburgh

Rte. 9 Latham 1Mile North of Latham Circle
785-0515 - www.lanthiersgrove.com

MDMedAlert!™ stoss

v Ambulance/Police $1

+ Family/Friends

v’ GPS & Fall Alert
-

au 008089294 3, @

# md-medalert.com é'_ -

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Nichol Stanley

nstanley@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x9422

your Catholic radio stations

1460 AM

Albany Schenectady Troy

89.9 FM

Esperance Amsterdam Herkimer

| WOPG - Words of Peace and Goodness
http://pax-et-bonum-radio.org
518-478-0121

-

HOUSE MADE EVERVTHING

Wings * Garlic Breads * Salads
Stuffed Calzones * Garbage Breads
Subs-Hot and Cold *Wraps ¢ Italian

Dinners and much, much more!

518-238-2205

A.G. Boivin’s Sons
Funeral Home
282 Columbia St.
237-5931

Alan G. Boivin, Director

L

Marra Funeral
Home Inc.
246 Remsen St.
237-0206

Paul L. Marra III, Director

Specializing in Pre-Need
* Cremation Services * Traditional Funerals
Cohoes’s Longest Established Funeral Homes
Serving the Living since 1901

T-U0-W-T

Fy

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574  Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

216 CoLUMBIA ST. COHOES, & Hall Rentals Rensselaer ¢ Cohoes
518-237-3231 Call Bill Carter 518.813.0615 “Proudly Serving The
www.dufresnefuneralhome.com Bingo every Monday @ 7 Community for 95 Years”

SAW Plumbing & Drain

For-all your drain cleaning needs!

4(1—_5711

Shelley Walker Owner
Xingtorn Roag, Cohioes .~

RIZZO’S HOUSE
OF FLOWERS

“Flowers for Every Occasion”

rizzoshouseofflowers.com
rizzosflorist@aol.com

233 Remsen St., Cohoes, NY
518-237-0105

WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES
BE YOURSELF.

BRING YOUR PASSION,
WORK WITH PURPOSE.

+ Paid training + Some travel
* Work-life balance

= Full-Time with benefits

= Serve your community

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT .~~~
ORGANIZATION NEED -#== =<'
ANEWSLETTER?

Engaging,
ad-supported

print and digital
newsletters to reach
your community.

SUPPORT
OUR

PARISH

DESIGN

with
purchase

4 {
[P of this

space
&

CALL
800-950-9952

SUPPORT

OUR
ADVERTISERS!

Scan to
contact us!

Visit Ipicommunities.com

St. Michael, Cohoes, NY 04-0691



