ST. MICHAEL’'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
20 Page Avenue ~ Cohoes, N.Y. 12047

January 4, 2026

MASSES IN COHOES:
Monday, 9:00am at St. Michael’s Church
Tuesday, 5:30pm at Church of the Holy Trinity
Wednesday, 9:00am at St. Michael’s Church
Thursday, 9:00am at Church of the Holy Trinity
Friday, 9:00am at Church of the Holy Trinity
Saturday, 4:00pm at Church of the Holy Trinity
Sunday, 9:00am at St. Michael’s Church

2nd & 4th Sunday of the month —some Polish
Sunday, 10:30am at Church of the Holy Trinity

CONFESSION IN COHOES:

Tuesday, 4:15pm —5:15pm at Church of the
Holy Trinity

Thursday, 5:00pm —7:00pm at St. Michael’s
Church

Saturday, 2:45pm — 3:45pm at Church of the
Holy Trinity

By appointment anytime — call the Parish
Office.

ADORATION IN COHOES:

Tuesday, 4:15pm —5:15pm at Church of the
Holy Trinity

Thursday, 5:00pm —7:00pm at St. Michael’s
Church

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK IN
COHOES:

After all weekend Masses on the second week-
end of the month.

By appointment anytime - please call the Parish
Office.

For Baptism, Marriage, Confirmation, to join
the Parish, register for Faith Formation, become
Catholic, or any other questions or concerns
please call the Parish Office.

Please check inside the bulletin or on our website
for any schedule changes or additions due to Ho-
ly Days, Holidays, etc.

“After three days they found him in the temple, .
L sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to them Pt
and asking them questions, and all who heard him. :
k., Were astounded at his understanding and his
; answers. - Lk 2:46-47

g St. Michael’s Church is Handicapped
@\- Accessible.

PARISH STAFEF:
Very Rev. Brian Kelly Pastor
Rev. Kyle Gorenski Parochial Vicar
E-mail address: kyle.gorenski@rcda.org
Kathleen Burns, Faith Formation: (518) 428-6353
E-mail address: FFsmCohoes@rcda.org

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Parish Office: (518) 237-5151

Office Hours: Mon. & Thurs. 9:30am-12:00pm,

Tues. & Wed. 9:30am-2:00pm
Church Hall: (518) 237-7121
E-mail address: info@stmichaelsofcohoes.org
Website: www.stmichaelsofcohoes.org
Bulletin: bulletin@stmichaelsofcohoes.org
Cemetery: cemetery@stmichaelsofcohoes.org
Parish trustees:

trustees@stmichaelsofcohoes.org

CHURCH OPEN HOURS:
Monday & Wednesday 8:30am-10:00am
Thursday 5:00pm-7:00pm
Sunday 8:00am-10:30am
(closed Tuesday, Friday, & Saturday)
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‘=%  THANKYOU...TO ALL WHO

FLUINEE SHARED THEIR TIME, TALENT
AND TREASURE FOR THE GOOD

OF OUR PARISH COMMUNITY LAST WEEK.

Weekly Contributions

Reflection for January 4t
The Epiphany of the Lord

Today the Church celebrates Epiphany—the great revelation of
Christ to the nations. In the visit of the Magi, we see the mystery
of God opening His heart to the whole world. The child born in
Bethlehem is not only the long-awaited Messiah of Israel—He is
the Savior of all peoples, every culture, every tongue, every heart.
Matthew tells us that the Magi came from the East, guided by a
star. They represent every human soul that refuses to be satisfied
by comfort, success, or the world’s promises. They are seekers—
men whose hearts hunger for truth. St. Augustine famously wrote,
“Our hearts are restless until they rest in You.” The Magi embody
that sacred restlessness. They could have ignored the star. They
could have stayed home. But something in them recognized that
God was calling. And so they set out—risking time, comfort, and
safety, because the desire for God was stronger than the pull of
the familiar. How often God places a “star” in front of us—an invi-
tation to follow Him more deeply: The question is: Are we willing
to follow it? Herod stands in stark contrast to the Magi. They are
open; he is closed. They are humble; he is threatened. They bow
down before the Child; he clings to his own power. Herod shows
us that the greatest obstacle to God is not ignorance—it is fear.
Fear of losing control. Fear of what God might ask of us. Fear of
surrendering our plans to His. Many saints speak of this fear. St.
John Paul II, at the very start of his papacy, cried out: “Do not be
afraid! Open wide the doors for Christ!” The Magi opened their
doors. Herod kept his locked. The Magi expected a palace. In-
stead they found a poor child in @ humble home. God comes to us
in littleness. He hides in the ordinary. He speaks in silence. He
waits in humility. St. Thérése of Lisieux reminds us that God often
appears in small ways—in acts of charity, in fidelity to prayer, in
simple trust. The Magi had to overcome their expectations and
recognize God where they did not expect Him. Gold, frankin-
cense, and myrrh. They are not just gifts—they are symbols: Gold
for a King. Frankincense for God. Myrrh for the sacrifice He will
one day offer. The Church Fathers tell us that the Magi, in offering
these gifts, were offering their very lives. We are invited to do the
same. What gold—what talents or blessings—can we place at His
feet? What frankincense—what prayers, what worship—do we
offer Him? What myrrh—what suffering or sacrifice—can we unite
to His cross? Every Mass is our Bethlehem. Every Eucharist is
our star. Every altar is the place where we lay down our gifts and
receive Christ in return. After encountering Jesus, the Gospel tells
us: “They departed for their country by another way.” Because

December 21, 2025 (TOTAL) $3,650.60
December 22, 2024 (Total) $2,589.69
December 22, 2024 (Regular Offertory only) $2,359.69
Regular Offertory* $2,293.69
Christmas $995.00
Parish Building Improvements $110.00
Parish Support $102.75
Parish Maintenance & Grounds $72.00
Christmas Flowers $65.16
Immaculate Conception $12.00
*Regular Offertory:
9:00am Mass & Mail $2,013.00
E-giving $280.69
Weekly operating expenses (minimum needed): $3,723.98

°  For the week above, we fell short of our minimum weekly op-
erating expenses budget by $73.38
°  Goal for increased offertory is $1,500 - $2,000 per week to

cover operating expenses plus outstanding debt payments.

COUNTING TEAM FOR MONDAY, JANAURY 5™: Julia Clair-
mont, Sandra Potyrala, Nikki Signoracci.

MASS ATTENDANCE
December 21, 2025: Sunday, 9am 160

OUR BULLETIN is made possible by the businesses that adver-
tise on the last page. Please support those who support us and
let them know you saw their advertisement here!

LiturgicalN4Roles”

M. Sala (H) .
;%no. A1|\1/| G. Mierzwa E. Kosek (W) M.'r SE\;\Q ﬁ:?n
' K. Kosek (W) '

(Reflection continued)
when you truly meet Christ, you cannot go back the same. He
changes your path, your priorities, your heart. St. Francis of Assi-
si once said that a single genuine encounter with Christ “makes
the whole world new.” The Magi show us that real worship always
leads to real transformation. Brothers and sisters, Epiphany is not
just a story. It is our story. We are the Magi—seeking, following,
kneeling, and offering. Christ is the star that guides us. The Eu-
charist is the light that leads us. And like the Magi, when we en-
counter Him, we too must “go by another way’—the way of mer-
cy, of holiness, of deeper discipleship. May the Lord give each of
us the courage to follow the star He has placed before us, the
humility to bow before Him, and the generosity to offer our hearts
completely to the newborn King.

Your Brother in Christ,

Fr. Kyle
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Anointing of the Sick - after 9am Sunday Mass Jan. 11
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Jan. 18, 9am
Social Hour after 9am Mass - Church Hall Jan. 18

Rosary Society Meeting - Church Hall Jan. 18, 10:45am
., HOLY HOUR & CONFESSION: The Thursday
evening HOLY HOUR & CONFESSION was can-
/ celled on Christmas Day and New Year's Day. It
will resume on Thursday, January 8th, 5pm-7pm.

SOCIAL HOUR: Our next social hour is Sunday, Janu- :
ary 18th after 9:00 Mass. Please join us for some good After
food and companionship in the Church Hall. Bring a%
favorite dish to share. Any questions, call Sandy at Worship
(518) 330-9056.

ROSARY SOCIETY MEETING: The next meeting is Sunday,
January 18th at 10:45am in the Church

Hall. We hope to see you there! %E =
SANCTUARY CANDLES CALENDAR: We have three sanctu-
ary candles that can be sponsored in memory or in honor of
loved ones: the Main Altar sanctuary candle, the Sacred

Heart of Jesus side altar candle, and the Blessed Mother
side altar candle. The donation is $12 per week.

I DIOCESAN APPEAL: Assessment $22,722.00
| As of December 4, 2025:

| Total collected: $5,880.00

i 40 Gifts

Diocesan ; |
| Still needed: $16,842.00 Appeal -
i : The Appeal runs until June 30, 2026. Thank you for your support.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: We invite you to receive the Sac-
rament of the Anointing of the Sick next weekend (the second
weekend of each month). The Sacrament will proceed follow-
ing the Masses:

e  Saturday: 4:00 PM

e  Sunday: 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM
This sacrament is open to anyone seeking healing - whether
physical, emotional, mental, or spiritual. You do not need to be
elderly or near the end of life to receive it. All are welcome to
receive this special grace of anointing.

CHRISTMAS TIME AT ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH: Gifts under
the Giving Tree, Parish Christmas
Party on December 7t and the
outdoor tree decorated by Faith
Formation students.

NEWS FROM OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

| | SANCTUARY CANDLES | |
. Week of January 5 — January 11 .
CHURCH:
Main Altar (tabernacle):
People of the Parish.
Sacred Heart (side altar):
People of the Parish.
Blessed Mother (side altar):
People of the Parish.

MARCH FOR LIFE BUS: Hosted by St. Paul the Apostle Parish.
Ride into Washington D.C. for the March for Life on Friday, Janu-
ary 23, 2026. Cost is $75 per person when paid by cash or check,
and $79 per person when paid by credit card. Checks can be
mailed to St. Paul the Apostle Parish, 2777 Albany St., Schenec-
tady, NY 12304. Departure times and locations are as follows:

e Wade Tours at 1:00 a.m.

o Crossgates Mall Commons (Pet Smart) at 1:20 a.m.

o Catskill Park and Ride, Exit 21 at 2:10 a.m.

The bus return home departs at 5 p.m. If the bus is not filled by
January 14, 2026, the trip will be cancelled. For more information
or to register, please contact Katie Grogan by email at
grogan.k@tiucatholic.org or call (518) 377-8886, ext. 106.

Ei

Keep the Legacy Alive
Please remember St. Michael's in your will:

20 Page Ave., Cohoes, NY 12047

b A;}; St. Michael the Archangel R. C. Church
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January 4, 2026

The Epiphany of the Lord

Fanuary

3, 2026 — January 11, 2026

Sat., Jan. 3

4:.00 p.m.

{Mass at Holy Trinity)

Sun., Jan. 4

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

9:00 a.m.

TWALTER ARDZIEWICZ by brother
Donald Ardziewicz

TALEXSANDRA PECAK by Nancy Tolak
tED & LORAINE CEPIEL by Family
LIVING & DECEASED MEMBERS OF
THE WUNNING & GREGOIRE FAMILIES
by Yvette

tDECEASED MEMBERS OF THE
MARSHALL FAMILY by John & Mary
Sala

1JOSEPH KOSEK, JR. by Family

10:30 a.m.

{Mass at Holy Trinity)

Mon,, Jan. 5

Saint John Neumann, Bishop

9:00 a.m.

Intentions of Parishioners

Tue,, Jan. 6

5:30 p.m.

{Mass at Holy Trinity)

Wed,, Jan. 7

9:00 a.m.

tJANET FITZGERALD by Kathy & Ed
Twiss

Th., Jan. 8

9:00 a.m.

{Mass at Holy Trinity)

5:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m,

HOLY HOUR & CONFESSION

Fri., Jan. 9

9:00 a.m.

{Mass at Holy Trinity)

Sat., Jan. 10

4:00 p.m.

{Mass at Holy Trinity)

Sun., Jan. 11

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

9.00 a.m.
(some Polish)

TJANINA WIERCIOCH by husband
Marian

TALEKSANDRA PECAK by son Steven
Pecak

TDOTT, MICK, & MICHAEL
LABOMBARD by Meghan & Family
TWALEREK LOPATNIUK by Teresa &
Edward Barlik

TKALARZYNA SZQZDA (13" Anniv.) by
Sala & Szozda Family

TALEKSANDRA & WACLAW KOLTON
by Family

1ZOFIA & STEFAN FIGIEL by Family

10:30 a.m.

{Mass at Holy Trinity)

Faith Formation News
Director: Kathy Burns - FFsmCohoes@rcda.org
(518) 428-6353
FAITH FORMATION NEWS
Wednesday, January 07: 6pm - Class grades K-8
Wednesday, January 14: 6pm — Class grades K-8 — Parent
First Communion meeting
Sunday, January 18: 9am — Children's Liturgy of The Word
Wednesday, January 21: 6pm - Class grades K-8
Wednesday, January 28: 6pm — Class grades K-8
Thursday, January 29: 6pm - Class - High School -
Confirmation parent meeting
FIRST COMMUNION MEETING
On Wednesday, January 14t at 8pm there will be a First
Communion parent meeting at 6pm in the parish center
chapel. Parents of students making First Communion this year
are asked to attend. The students will have regular class. The
meeting will conclude in time for you to pick up your children.
Important information regarding First Communion and First
Confession will be discussed. Only one parent needs to
attend. If a parent cannot attend, please send a responsible
adult who can relay important information to you. This meeting
is for St. Michael's students; Holy Trinity students will have
their meeting in February. Please contact Mrs. Burns if you
have any questions (518) 428-6353.
CONFIRMATION PARENT MEETING
On Thursday, January 29t at 6pm there will be a
Confirmation parent meeting in the parish center chapel.
Parents of students making Confirmation this year are asked
to altend. The students will have regular class. The meeting
will be approximately one hour. Important information
regarding Confirmation will be discussed. Only one parent
needs to attend. If a parent cannot attend, please send a
responsible adult who can relay important information to you.
This meeting is for students of BOTH St. Michael's and Holy
Trinity. Please contact Mrs. Burns with any questions (518)
428-6353.
REMINDER
During Mass, as we enter this Sacred time, please silence and
put away your phones for the comfort of everyone present.
Thank You!
A PRAYER ON EPIPHANY SUNDAY
Dear Jesus, as You led the Three Kings to You
by the light of a star,
please draw us ever closer to You by the light of Faith.
Help us to desire You as ardently as they did.
Give us the grace to overcome all the cbstacles
that keep us far from You.
May we, like them, have something to give You
when we appear before You. Amen
-Beliefnet.com




j149 Old Loudon Rd, Latham 518-785-8161E

Together, serving the families
of St. Michael’s Church
with reverent and
compassionate care.

VINCENT J. PERNICIARO
Funeral Director

KEVIN F. CAVANAUGH
Funeral Director

Donna Fitzgerald Demarse
Manager & Director

Nicholas J. Brendese
Director

itzgerald
Funeral Home

Funeral & Cremation Services
Nationally Certified Pre-Need Counseling - Monument Service
Our Family Serving Your Family with Compassion & Professionalism
105 Vliet Blvd, Cohoes, NY 12047 - 518-237-7666

Fitzgeraldfuneralhomeltd.com
ADT-Monitored
Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

833-287-3502

KATHLEEN
J. KOSEK

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

Whether you are
looking to Rent, Buy or
Sell? Don't Do it Alone!
Cell: (518) 526-1274
Office (518) 489-1000
kathleenkosek@howardhanna.com
20 Aviation R, Albany, NY 12205

oward
annan

Real Estate Servicea

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

N (aDr punerzed | sofeStreets
sanc i

// NURSO LIDUOR STORE N\

Lowest Prices in Town
Jay & E] Hopeck, Owners

FINE WINES & LIQUORS
518-237-5602
48 Columbia St. Cohoes, NY

TAKE OUT CLAM BAKES AVRILABLE
OLD FASHIONED PICNICS - ANY ORGANIZATION PARTY
LOBSTER BAKES - CLAM STEAMS - STEAK ROAST - BBQ

& COHOES &

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Council #192
255 Remsen St., Cohoes, NY 12047

For Info on Membership

c-Z)H’/‘()’H’E(?

Funeral Home, Inc.
DaviD DUFRESNE
MaRK DUFRESNE

Smce 1922

LICENSED DIRECTORS

Funerals - Cremations__ Clifton Park ¢« Lansingburgh

Rte. 9 Latham 1Mile North of Latham Circle
785-0515 - www.lanthiersgrove.com

MDMedAlert!™ stoss

v Ambulance/Police $1

+ Family/Friends

v’ GPS & Fall Alert
-

au 008089294 3, @

# md-medalert.com é'_ -

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Nichol Stanley

nstanley@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x9422

your Catholic radio stations

1460 AM

Albany Schenectady Troy

89.9 FM

Esperance Amsterdam Herkimer

| WOPG - Words of Peace and Goodness
http://pax-et-bonum-radio.org
518-478-0121

-

HOUSE MADE EVERVTHING

Wings * Garlic Breads * Salads
Stuffed Calzones * Garbage Breads
Subs-Hot and Cold *Wraps ¢ Italian

Dinners and much, much more!

518-238-2205

A.G. Boivin’s Sons
Funeral Home
282 Columbia St.
237-5931

Alan G. Boivin, Director

L

Marra Funeral
Home Inc.
246 Remsen St.
237-0206

Paul L. Marra III, Director

Specializing in Pre-Need
* Cremation Services * Traditional Funerals
Cohoes’s Longest Established Funeral Homes
Serving the Living since 1901

T-U0-W-T

Fy

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574  Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

216 CoLUMBIA ST. COHOES, & Hall Rentals Rensselaer ¢ Cohoes
518-237-3231 Call Bill Carter 518.813.0615 “Proudly Serving The
www.dufresnefuneralhome.com Bingo every Monday @ 7 Community for 95 Years”

SAW Plumbing & Drain

For-all your drain cleaning needs!

4(1—_5711

Shelley Walker Owner
Xingtorn Roag, Cohioes .~

RIZZO’S HOUSE
OF FLOWERS

“Flowers for Every Occasion”

rizzoshouseofflowers.com
rizzosflorist@aol.com

233 Remsen St., Cohoes, NY
518-237-0105

WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES
BE YOURSELF.

BRING YOUR PASSION,
WORK WITH PURPOSE.

+ Paid training + Some travel
* Work-life balance

= Full-Time with benefits

= Serve your community

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT .~~~
ORGANIZATION NEED -#== =<'
ANEWSLETTER?

Engaging,
ad-supported

print and digital
newsletters to reach
your community.

SUPPORT
OUR

PARISH

DESIGN

with
purchase

4 {
[P of this

space
&

CALL
800-950-9952

SUPPORT

OUR
ADVERTISERS!

Scan to
contact us!

Visit Ipicommunities.com

St. Michael, Cohoes, NY 04-0691



